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once, before he had got any ground there to warrant his farther endeavours, and as it belonged more properly to the gentlemen of the House of Commons than to him to opinidtre those other points, which they had so often undertaken to procure in behalf of the Constitution, he thought fit to close with the Pelhams on this proposition, because the purpose it was to answer so nearly answered his own.
The coalition being thus made, the next great point was to obtain the fruits of it, by persuading his Majesty to give up the war; but when that came under consideration, the whole cabal affected to entertain such a distrust of their own abilities, that not one would make trial of them in so desperate a service. The only method that remained then, was to raise such difficulties and discouragements in the prosecution of the war, as to prepare his Majesty for an unprosperous issue; and to make such an use of that issue when it actually arrived, as should, by degrees, put him out of conceit with his own favourite measure, and the person who became a favourite by espousing it.
But though this was the expedient agreed upon, it was also agreed to use such language in the Cabinet as should lead his Majesty into a belief, that they were as thoroughly devoted to his will and pleasure, as the Minister whom they had obliged him to part with.
Accordingly, they made no difficulty to assure his Majesty, that they were not only ready to take up the pursuit where he had left it off, but that by the dint of their superior address, they had prevailed with their new allies to do the same: and in practising this fraud upon their Eoyal Master, we are to suppose them sufficiently justified, because it was the only